DNA cassettes containing the origin of transfer (oriT) of two broad-host-range transfer systems.
Plasmid constructs are described that carry retrievable DNA cassettes containing the origin of transfer region (oriT) from two broad-host-range plasmids. Restriction of these high copy number plasmids with any one of a variety of enzymes yields a linear DNA fragment of convenient size containing the oriT region of either pCUI or RK2. This DNA can be ligated into any vector or recombinant plasmid containing a compatible enzyme site and can be easily identified by size on an agarose gel. Any plasmid can therefore be mobilized using a number of helper strains or conjugative plasmids derived from the parental plasmids. In addition, the cassettes can be used for a variety of genetic manipulations including "selectable" linker mutagenesis.